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Immunisation helps protect everyone in the community.

Make sure you vaccinate your bub on time.

Ask your GP, Aboriginal Health Worker or Practitioner, 
or nurse for more information.

PROTECT YOUR MOB 

Immunisation saves lives.
immunisationfacts.gov.au
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WELCOME TO #AustPH2019
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Hello everyone and welcome to the 2019 Australian Public Health Conference.

So here we are.  Fi� y years a� er those early conversa� ons in the late 1960s where public health pioneers in Australia recognised 
the need for a place for people concerned for the health of the popula� on as a whole to gather, learn share and develop, we now 
celebrate our half century of existence.  And what more fi �  ng place than Adelaide?

Tony Adams, then an academic at the School of Public Health and Tropical medicine at Sydney University, having completed his 
medical training in Adelaide and his MPH at Harvard, rallied friends and colleagues in mee� ngs to talk about value of the American 
Public Health Associa� on. With 60 interested souls gathering in Sydney in August 1968 the idea of establishing the Australian Society 
for Epidemiology and Research in Community Health (ASERCH) was born.

But it was at the University of Adelaide in August 1969 where the fi nal agreement was reached and the leadership roles fi lled.  
Leaders like Douglas Gordon, Basil Hetzel, Sidney Sax and Tony Adams became founding offi  ce bearers.  Of those early pioneers, I 
am delighted Tony Adams has contributed as a member of the organising commi� ee for this conference and a speaker.  Another 
trail blazer is Roy Scragg, who represented Papua New Guinea in those early days and happily, now as an Adelaide resident and SA 
branch member, will be also presen� ng at our gathering. 

Debates about organisa� onal names, whether a separate en� ty was needed to focus specifi cally on Epidemiology, where the modest 
resources should be applied, and what should be our priori� es, have unfolded ever since.

What has not changed is that we are public health people.  

At our heart we focus on fairness, on achieving the best health outcomes for the most people, with an unwavering focus on those 
in greatest need, on challenging commercial and other drivers of ill health. We contribute to and promote use of the best evidence.  
But most of all we want the best health for the most people with the fairest sharing of the na� ons resources, to help all Australians 
to be healthy, safe and valued, free of discrimina� on, exploita� on and inequity.   

These themes are strongly represented in this years program which I hope you will agree is an excellent one, with great range and 
diversity and a strong focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

It is a delight to bring you this celebra� on of public health in our 50th year and to encourage you to honour, expand and advance 
those fi ne tradi� ons that brought about our establishment.

I hope you enjoy it as much as, I am sure, I will.

Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin
CEO, Public Health Associa� on of Australia

Immunisation helps protect everyone in the community.

Make sure you vaccinate your bub on time.

Ask your GP, Aboriginal Health Worker or Practitioner, 
or nurse for more information.

PROTECT YOUR MOB 

Immunisation saves lives.
immunisationfacts.gov.au
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CONFERENCE ORGANISATION

David Templeman - Co-Chair
Kate Kameniar - Co-Chair
Chris� na Pollard
Summer May Finlay
Michael Doyle
Tony Adams
Aimee Brownbill
Danielle Vorroughs
Blesson Varghese

Emma Croager
Giulia Fabris
Nadine Hillock
Melissa Ledger
Cath Macdonald
Ilse O’ferrall
Md Rezanur Rahaman 
Bernade� e Roberts 
Rosalie Schultz

CONFERENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ABSTRACT REVIEWERS

Terry Slevin - Chief Execu� ve Offi  cer
Anne Brown - Opera� ons & Finance Manager
Nicole Ru� er - Events & Capacity Building Manager
Eliza Van Der Kley - Events Offi  cer
Ellie Haynes - Events Assistant
Toni Hassan - Media & Communica� ons Manager
Ingrid Johnston - Senior Policy Offi  cer
Malcolm Baalman - Senior Policy Offi  cer
Rodrigo Paramo - Execu� ve Assistant and Membership Offi  cer

CONFERENCE ORGANISERS - PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

The Conference objec� ves are to:
• Create an environment for knowledge sharing, collabora� on 

and rela� onship building;
• Promote and celebrate public health;
• To create an understanding of the past, present and future 

public health issues;
• Create an inclusive environment with opportuni� es to 

discuss issues of diversity, disability and accessibility, and 
provide an equal opportunity to be part of the program and 
public health discussion

• Deliver latest research, program implementa� ons and 
workforce developments;

• Showcase new developments in advocacy in public health 
through keynote speakers;

• Showcase leadership in public health from established and 
emerging leaders; and

• Highlight the ac� vi� es of the PHAA, including state and 
territory branches and special interest groups, and encourage 
delegates to work together to achieve be� er health outcomes 
for Australian’s.

PHAA would like to acknowledge and thank abstract reviewers who volunteer their � me for the conference. 
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Alexandra Bha�  
Jessica Bucholc
Kaeleen Dingle
Jenny Fairthorne
Luis Furuya-Kanamori
Paul Gardiner

Melissa Hobbs
Ashwini Kannan
Erin Kelty
Jennifer Lacy-Nichols
Mah Laka
Yolanda Lovie-Toon
Rona Macniven
Brahm Marjadi
Magdalena Moshi

Smri�  Nepal
Muhammad Aziz Rahman
Jackie Roseleur
Cameron Wright
Jianjun Xiang
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FUNDING
The Conference received funding from the Australian Government.

LOGISTICS & HOUSEKEEPING
The following informa� on is off ered to make your a� endance at #AustPH2019 as pleasant as possible. If you require help, please 
see the staff  at the registra� on desk, or email us at events@phaa.net.au, and we will do everything we can to assist you with your 
enquiry.

REGISTRATION
Upon arrival, please ensure you collect your conference satchel and name badge at the registra� on desk. The conference 
registra� on desk will be located in the Ballroom Foyer on level 1, and will be open as follows:

Tuesday 17 September: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Wednesday 18 September: 8:00am - 4:00pm
Thursday 19 September: 8:30am - 3:15pm

ENTRY
Each conference delegate will be issued with a name badge upon registering. The name badge must be worn at all � mes as it is 
your offi  cial pass into all sessions, the exhibi� on, lunch and morning/a� ernoon tea.

EXHIBITION HOURS

Tuesday 17 September: 8:30am - 6:00pm
Wednesday 18 September: 8:30am - 5:30pm
Thursday 19 September: 8:30am - 3:15pm

ABSTRACT BOOK 
The 2019 Abstract Book is available to view and download from the Australian Public Health Conference website: www.
austph2019.com/program-outline or you can view the abstracts in your Conference App.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We highly encourage you to share your thoughts and experiences while at the Conference, so if you're on Twi� er and Facebook, 
join the conversa� on using #AustPH2019. Please feel free to tag PHAA using @_PHAA_

SOCIAL MEDIA & PHOTOGRAPHY DISCLAIMER
The PHAA will be taking photos and recording audio of conference proceedings throughout #AustPH2019. These images and 
recordings will be used in our publica� ons and on social media. If you would prefer not to be fi lmed and/or have your photo taken 
please let a PHAA staff  member know and we will make sure your privacy is protected.

SPEAKERS PREPARATION ROOM
If you are presen� ng an oral presenta� on and need to upload your PowerPoint slides, please proceed to the Speakers Prepara� on 
Room located in Suite 1, Level 1. AB
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HealthStats NSW

                                                              www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au

HealthStats NSW is a ‘one-stop-shop’ public website bringing together data from many sources to produce statistical 
information about the health of the NSW population. Users can view and download data and select indicators to produce 
tailored reports that provide insights into a wide range of health determinants and outcomes, including:

• the health status of the NSW population

•  health inequalities and the determinants of health

•  the major causes of disease and injury, and current health challenges

•  trends in health and comparisons between age groups and geographic locations.     

HealthStats NSW featured topic pages
Comprehensive resources that provide a new way to navigate key data within HealthStats NSW. They summarise information on the 

KPI and related topics, link to important documents and initiatives, and outline strategies supported by the NSW Ministry of Health. 

Navigate to all four pages via www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au/IndicatorGroup/ChildObesityTopic

CHILD OBESITY SMOKING

ALCOHOL Short and long-term trends in alcohol indicators
ADULT OBESITY

Trends in adult obesity, 2006-2018

HealthStats ad_v3.indd   1 15/08/2019   2:54:33 PM
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GENERAL INFORMATION: A-Z

Hilton Adelaide (Conference Venue)
A: 233 Victoria Square, Adelaide SA 5000
T: 08 8217 2000

For those u� lising accommoda� on op� ons provided through PHAA, 
please be aware that the hotel will request a credit card or cash 
deposit upon check in, even if you have paid in full, in case of any 
incidentals charged to the room.

ACCOMMODATION CONTACT DETAILS

Where speakers have given permission, presenta� ons will be made 
available on the PHAA website following the Conference.
A copy of the abstract book and full conference program will 
be available to download from the PHAA website following the 
Conference.

BAGS & PERSONAL ITEMS

Morning/a� ernoon teas and lunch will be served in the exhibi� on 
area in the Ballroom Foyer, Level 1 during the Conference. If you have 
requested a dietary meal, they will be available on a separate dietary 
requirement table during the Conference. 

CATERING

A Conference evalua� on form will be sent to all delegates by email 
following the conclusion of the Conference. If you wish to provide 
feedback during the Conference, a feedback box will be available at 
the Conference registra� on desk.

EVALUATIONS

Please ensure you keep your bags and personal items with you at all 
� mes. 

PRESENTATIONS

Table Tops involve mul� ple presenters, with each presenter at a 
round table of up-to 9 par� cipants, star� ng at the table number 
allocated to them in the program. Each presenta� on has been 
allocated 10 minutes, 10 minutes for presen� ng and 5 minutes for 
ques� ons. 
Once the 15 minutes is up, music will start playing and speakers will 
move to the next table in sequence and repeat their presenta� on.

TABLE TOPS - HOW THEY WORK

Please ensure your mobile phones, tablets, and devices are switched 
to silent during all conference sessions. Feel free to tweet away, but 
please do it silently.

PHONES

Please note there is no session selec� on for the Conference. We 
recommend you arrive fi ve minutes prior to the session you would 
like to a� end to ensure a seat. Please also be mindful of when the 
session starts to minimise disturbance to presenters.

TIMING & SESSION SELECTION
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HealthStats NSW

                                                              www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au

HealthStats NSW is a ‘one-stop-shop’ public website bringing together data from many sources to produce statistical 
information about the health of the NSW population. Users can view and download data and select indicators to produce 
tailored reports that provide insights into a wide range of health determinants and outcomes, including:

• the health status of the NSW population

•  health inequalities and the determinants of health

•  the major causes of disease and injury, and current health challenges

•  trends in health and comparisons between age groups and geographic locations.     

HealthStats NSW featured topic pages
Comprehensive resources that provide a new way to navigate key data within HealthStats NSW. They summarise information on the 

KPI and related topics, link to important documents and initiatives, and outline strategies supported by the NSW Ministry of Health. 

Navigate to all four pages via www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au/IndicatorGroup/ChildObesityTopic

CHILD OBESITY SMOKING

ALCOHOL Short and long-term trends in alcohol indicators
ADULT OBESITY

Trends in adult obesity, 2006-2018

HealthStats ad_v3.indd   1 15/08/2019   2:54:33 PM

CONFERENCE APP

We are pleased to be able to off er an Event App that can be used 
during the Conference to view the agenda, abstracts and speakers for 
the Conference as well as contact each other.
To download the app go to the App Store on your phone, use the QR 
codes below or search ‘The Event App by EventsAIR’ and type in the 
event code: aphc19. You will then have access to the app.
Once you are on the event app you can log into the app with your 
registra� on details to customise the app and make your own agenda.
If you have any ques� ons please visit the Conference Registra� on 
desk.

Apple Store Download Google Store Download
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF PHAA

ABOUT THE PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

• The Public Health Associa� on of Australia (PHAA) is the principal non-government organisa� on for public health in Australia and works to promote 
the health and well-being of all Australians.

• The PHAA seeks be� er popula� on health outcomes based on preven� on, the social determinants of health and equity principles.
• Key roles of the PHAA are capacity building, advocacy and the development of policy.
• PHAA members form a diverse na� onal community (1700 individuals, 40+ professional groups).
• PHAA membership provides opportuni� es for personal, professional and educa� onal development. Members can engage in advocacy, a� end events 

and conferences, build their professional networks and access the latest public health news and informa� on.
• We currently have 18 Special Interest Groups (SIGs) that cover a wide range of issues within the public health scope.

PHAA IS 50 YEARS OLD....

• Ini� ated by Dr Tony Adams a� er comple� ng an MPH in Harvard in the 1960s.
• Tony engaged with the long established American Public Health Associa� on
• On return to Australia he was mys� fi ed no similar en� ty existed here
• Informal mee� ngs with colleagues in at Sydney Uni and beyond
• Arranged fi rst formal gathering in Adelaide in 1969 where a cons� tu� on was agreed.

Australian Society for Epidemiology and Research 
in the Community (ASERCH) Established

1969 1969

Australian Public Health Associa� on (APHA) 
Established

Name Change - Australian and New Zealand 
Society for Epidemiology and Research in the 

Community (ANZSERCH)

1975

PAST PRESIDENTS

• Professor Douglas Gordon 1968 (ASERCH)
• Sandy Douglas 1969-71
• Dr Roy Scragg 1971-73
• The Hon. Dr Basil Hetzel AC 1973-75
• Professor Cyril Dixon 1975-77
• Professor Bob Douglas AO 1977-79
• Professor Lindsay Davidson 1980-81
• Professor David Chris� e 1981-83
• Dr John Jago 1983-85
• Professor Stephen Leeder AO 1985-88*

• Professor Tony McMichael AO 1988-89
• Professor Jane Hall 1990-1994
• Professor Stephen Leeder AO 1994-97
• Professor Fran Baum AO 1998-00
• Dr Peter Sainsbury 2000-04
• Dr Cathy Mead 2004-07
• Professor Mike Daube AO 2007 - 10
• Professor Helen Keleher 2010-12
• Professor Heather Yeatman 2012-16
• Mr David Templeman 2016 - present

1969 - 201950 years 
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PHAA History: A � me line According to Lewis (2003) 

• Dr Tony Adams returned to Sydney Uni in 1965 from a Harvard MPH as a member of the American PHA
• Convened a mee� ng (n = 60) at School of Public Health and Topical Medicine at UoS.
• Working party of Basil Hetzel, Tony Adams, Sidney Sax, M McCall and S Boyden and Mrs R Inall. T Wellborn and K Cullen met 

15/08/68.
• Created Australian Society for Epidemiology and Research in Community Health  (ASEARCH) 
• First formal mee� ng held at the Uni of Adelaide in August 1969. 
• Prof Douglas Gordon elected as Founding Chair, Tony Adams and Secretary and Basil Hetzel as Treasurer.
• Regional convenors were established in states territories, NZ and Papua New Guinea
• By 1970 Individual membership grew to 118
• Late 1960s saw WA PHA (Bill Davidson, Jack Flood) and NSW PHA (Sandy Douglas Con Ryan) established.
• In 1969 Sandy Douglas became President and Tony Adams Secretary of an amalgamated Aust PHA
• ANZSEARCH established 1975 bringing in NZ
• Discussion of a merger held but seemed to evolved in the mid/late 1970s, early 80s
• A merged ANZSEARCH/APHA had membership of 1,233 in 1983.

Milton, LJ 2003, ‘The Peoples Health: Public Health in Australia 1950 to Present’, Praeger Publishers, 
Westport, vol. 2, pp. 190 - 194.

1981

Merge of - ANZSERCH & APHA

1987

Name change of - ANZSERCH & APHA to Public 
Health Associa� on of Australia & New Zealand 

(PHA/ANZ)
Public Health Associa� on of Australia 

(PHAA) - Formed 

1988
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AWARDS
SIDNEY SAX MEDAL

PHAA MENTOR OF THE YEAR

ABSTRACT AWARDS

The abstract presenta� on awards have been created to highlight the great work presented at the Australian Public Health Conference and recognise the 
contribu� on presenters have to the program and public health sector.

Abstracts submi� ed for the Australian Public Health Conference have been reviewed against the award criteria and fi ve (5) abstracts from each criteria have 
been shortlisted as fi nalist in the abstract presenta� on awards.

Look for the award symbol () in the program for a fi nalist.

Presented: Closing Plenary Session on Thursday 19 September 2019.

About the Award: The PHAA bestows this na� onal award on a person who has provided a notable contribu� on to the protec� on and promo� on of public 
health, solving public health problems, advancing community awareness of public health measures and advancing the ideals and prac� ce of equity in the 
provision of health care. The nominee does not need to be a PHAA member. 

Award: A glass trophy and a framed cer� fi cate

About the Award: This award is made to a senior member of PHAA who has made a signifi cant contribu� on to mentoring early-career professionals/
prac� � oners/students to acknowledge a public health professional who has demonstrated outstanding dedica� on to mentoring students/early career 
professionals/prac� � oners.

Award: A framed cer� fi cate

TONY MCMICHAEL PUBLIC HEALTH ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT AWARD
About the Award: Eligibility for nomina� on is open to a person (not just PHAA members) who has made a signifi cant, discernible contribu� on in the 
combined domains of public health and ecology or environmental health, which is consistent with and has contributed to fulfi lling the aims of the PHAA and 
the Environment and Ecology Special Interest Group

Award: A glass trophy and a framed cer� fi cate

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PUBLIC HEALTH AWARD
About the Award: The PHAA bestows this compe� � ve award on a person who has provided a notable contribu� on to the protec� on and promo� on of 
public health to benefi t Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, solving public health problems, advancing community awareness of public health 
measures and advancing the ideals and prac� ce of equity in the provision of Indigenous health care.

Award: A glass trophy and a framed cer� fi cate
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Public Health Research Award

About the Award: To be eligible for the Research Award, the abstract must report on a research project that is completed, or a completed 
sec� on of a program of research, and that has ethical approval, or quality improvement (minimal risk) approval or is a systema� c review or 
a quality improvement project.

Award: $500 cash prize, 1 years free membership to PHAA, trophy, cer� fi cate

Advocacy & Leadership Award
About the Award: To be eligible for the Advocacy and Leadership Award, presenta� ons must showcase how their research, policy or prac� ce has 
infl uenced decisions within poli� cal, economic, and social systems and ins� tu� ons through eff ec� ve leadership and messaging.

Award: $500 cash prize, trophy, cer� fi cate 

Capacity Building Award
About the Award: The Capacity Building Award is presented for the best paper presented, repor� ng on capacity building in the public health sector 
through workforce development, teaching, training and networking. This can include management/administra� on/policy issues and project work. 

Award: $250 cash prize, trophy, cer� fi cate

AW
AR

DS

Early Career/Young Professional Award

About the Award: The Early Career/Young Professional Award is presented to the individual who is a young professional or early in their public 
health career. The presenter must be the fi rst author on the presenta� on and the main presenter. 

Award: $150 cash prize, trophy, cer� fi cate

First Time Presenter Award

About the Award: The First Time Presenter Award is presented to the individual who has never presented at a conference with more than 250 
delegates before. You will be presen� ng for the fi rst � me outside of their organisa� on/place of work/ter� ary ins� tu� on. The presenter must be the 
fi rst author on the presenta� on and the main presenter. 

Award: $100 cash prize, trophy, cer� fi cate

Best Poster Award
About the Award: All posters are eligible for the Best Poster Award and will be assessed against the following criteria:

• Contribu� on to public health knowledge is demonstrated 
• Contribu� on to public health prac� ce is demonstrated 
• Visually appealing, legible font and not crowded 
• Content is clear, concise and original 
• Relevance to public health and implica� ons for public health advocacy and prac� ce is shown

Award: $100 cash prize, trophy, cer� fi cate



12 | Celebra� ng 50 years, poised to meet the challenges of the next 50

ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION WINNERS

The PHAA Child and Youth Health Special Interest Group called for all students studying at an Australian university to submit an essay on the topic of child and/
or youth health. The essay topic was deliberately broad to off er an opportunity to as many students as possible, but the essays had to have a public health 
focus.

Students were encouraged to think big as to how public health can be best used to support child and youth health and wellbeing. 

Two essays were selected as the winners, the 2019 winners received support to a� end the Australian Public Health Conference and have their essay’s 
published as part of the Conference proceedings and in PHAA’s bi-monthly magazine InTouch.

Essay Winner - Why should the health of children be sacrifi ced on the altar of prelacteal feeds? Drivers, implica� ons and the way forward

Author: Edward Ameyaw, PhD Candidate, University of Technology Sydney

Introduc� on

Despite the importance of exclusive breas� eeding (WHO, 2017), prelacteal feeding is increasing (Rollins et al., 2016; Victora et al., 2016). Prelacteal feeds are 
foods given to newborns before breas� eeding and usually occur on the fi rst day of birth (UNICEF, 2005). They include honey and jaggery (brown sugar that 
is prepared from sugar cane) and can generally be grouped into water-based (e.g. rice water or juice), water only and milk-based (e.g. animal milk or infant 
formula) products (Khanal, Adhikari, Sauer, & Zhao, 2013). Prelacteal feeding is prevalent in many countries in La� n America (20-45%), sub-Saharan Africa 
(32.2%) as well as southeast and central Asia (54.6%-93.9%) (Berde & Ozcebe, 2017; Boccolini, Pérez-Escamilla, Giugliani, & Boccolini, 2015; Nguyen et al., 
2013; Raheem, Binns, Chih, & Sauer, 2014). The occurannce of prelactal feeding is also increasing in Australia (NHMRC, 2012). In spite of the rising trend, 
measures to curb prelacteal feeding have not gained recogni� on in public health discourse. In response, this essay discusses mo� va� ons for prelacteal feeding, 
na� onal level commitment and innova� ve public health approaches that can help to overcome this prac� ce and ensure be� er health for all children.

To view the full essay please view the Australian Public Health Conference abstract book: www.austph2019.com/program-outline

Essay Winner - Child violence in Sub-Saharan Africa: Socio-economic and public health implica� ons

Author: Ure Ihekanandu, The University of NSW

Introduc� on

Among Sub-Saharan African families, children are seen as the embodiment of completeness, status, and respect, and almost everyone in these socie� es 
celebrates the importance of children and families (ACPF, 2014). The value accorded to having a child is such that, anyone who does not have a child would go 
to any length to have one. Some people view not having children as living a worthless life (Sossou & Yog� ba, 2009). However, despite the value and respect 
accorded to having children, mul� ple reports of abuse con� nue to be reported. Studies showed that about 60% of children in Zambia, Morocco, and Uganda 
experienced physical punishment or violence from rela� ves (ACPF, 2014). This paper explores issues rela� ng to child violence in Sub-Saharan Africa, its socio-
economic and public health impact, and recommenda� ons for strengthening children’s rights and advoca� ng against child violence.

To view the full essay please view the Australian Public Health Conference abstract book: www.austph2019.com/program-outline
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measures to curb prelacteal feeding have not gained recogni� on in public health discourse. In response, this essay discusses mo� va� ons for prelacteal feeding, 
na� onal level commitment and innova� ve public health approaches that can help to overcome this prac� ce and ensure be� er health for all children.

www.austph2019.com/program-outlinewww.austph2019.com/program-outline

Essay Winner - Child violence in Sub-Saharan Africa: Socio-economic and public health implica� ons

Among Sub-Saharan African families, children are seen as the embodiment of completeness, status, and respect, and almost everyone in these socie� es 
celebrates the importance of children and families (ACPF, 2014). The value accorded to having a child is such that, anyone who does not have a child would go 
to any length to have one. Some people view not having children as living a worthless life (Sossou & Yog� ba, 2009). However, despite the value and respect 
accorded to having children, mul� ple reports of abuse con� nue to be reported. Studies showed that about 60% of children in Zambia, Morocco, and Uganda 
experienced physical punishment or violence from rela� ves (ACPF, 2014). This paper explores issues rela� ng to child violence in Sub-Saharan Africa, its socio-
economic and public health impact, and recommenda� ons for strengthening children’s rights and advoca� ng against child violence.

www.austph2019.com/program-outline

CHILD AND YOUTH HEALTH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
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CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOPS
CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOPS

Submissions and Appearances Workshop

Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Dr Ingrid Johnston and Mr Malcolm Baalman, Senior Policy 
Off ers, PHAA.

Making wri� en submissions to enquiries by parliamentary 
commi� ees – and also to departmental consulta� ons – has become 
a major means by which public health advocates can be heard and 
can infl uence policies and budgetary priori� es of na� onal, state and 
territory governments. There are hundreds of opportuni� es across 
Australia every year on a wide array of issues. Which to priori� se? 
How to understand what is going on? What makes a good wri� en 
submission? And what to do if you are asked to appear in person in 
front of a commi� ee hearing? This workshop will take on all these 
topics, and will include a live prac� ce commi� ee hearing appearance!

Wri� ng and Reviewing for Publica� on Workshop

Date: Thursday 19 September 2019
Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Prof John Lowe, Editor-in-Chief, Australia  New Zealand 
Journal of Public Health, and other Editors of the Journal

Reviewing a manuscript helps to improve your publishing skills. 
Understanding how to write for publica� on is complemented by 
understanding how to review manuscripts. This workshop will look at 
not only wri� ng for publica� on but reviewing manuscripts that have 
been submi� ed for publica� on. It is directed at those individuals that 
are rela� vely new to publishing their research. Workshop par� cipants 
should come with an idea of a manuscript they are currently working 
on or one that they would like to work on during the workshop. 
Prac� cal examples will be given on how to write publica� ons. In 
addi� on, prac� cal approaches to reviewing manuscripts and how to 
write a review will be addressed.

In 2019, PHAA is expanding on the Australian Public Health Conference program to include capacity building workshops. The workshops will be held 
as part of the Conference program. Numbers are strictly limited and a � cket is required for a� endance. If you are interested in a� ending, please see 
the Conference Registra� on Desk for availability.

Advocacy Workshop

Date: Tuesday 17 September 2019
Time: 1:30pm - 3:00pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Mr Rohan Greenland, PHAA Vice-President 
Development.

Advoca� ng for policy change by governments, health sector 
services and other stakeholders is an essen� al part of the public 
health mission to improve health for all. Even the constant need to 
build community awareness and support requires advocacy skills. 
More and more, PHAA members and other public health sector 
workers need to be eff ec� ve advocates for policy. This workshop 
will cover the targets of advocacy eff orts, the role of public health 
supporters in being advocates, and the skills needed to be eff ec� ve 
in bringing about change.

Media Skills Workshop
Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 9:00am - 10:30am
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Ms Toni Hassan, Media and Communica� ons Manager, 
PHAA

Regardless of the changes in the media landscape, skills in working 
with journalists and the media remain an important skill for people 
in public health.  Understanding the pressures on journalists, the 
defi ni� on of what qualifi es some informa� on “newsworthy” and 
the importance of clear succinct messaging is essen� al in every 
form of mass communica� on.  This workshop will give par� cipants 
a chance to learn from award winning journalists with more than 
20 years experience about the do’s and don’ts of media interviews 
and working with journalists.  This will be a small group and 
opportuni� es for prac� cal learning will be available.

Submissions and Appearances Workshop

Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: 
Off ers, PHAA.

Making wri� en submissions to enquiries by parliamentary 
commi� ees – and also to departmental consulta� ons – has become 
a major means by which public health advocates can be heard and 
can infl uence policies and budgetary priori� es of na� onal, state and 
territory governments. There are hundreds of opportuni� es across 
Australia every year on a wide array of issues. Which to priori� se? 
How to understand what is going on? What makes a good wri� en 
submission? And what to do if you are asked to appear in person in 
front of a commi� ee hearing? This workshop will take on all these 
topics, and will include a live prac� ce commi� ee hearing appearance!

Wri� ng and Reviewing for Publica� on Workshop

Date: Thursday 19 September 2019
Time: 11:00am - 12:30pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: 
Journal of Public Health, and other Editors of the Journal

Reviewing a manuscript helps to improve your publishing skills. 
Understanding how to write for publica� on is complemented by 
understanding how to review manuscripts. This workshop will look at 
not only wri� ng for publica� on but reviewing manuscripts that have 
been submi� ed for publica� on. It is directed at those individuals that 
are rela� vely new to publishing their research. Workshop par� cipants 

In 2019, PHAA is expanding on the Australian Public Health Conference program to include capacity building workshops. The workshops will be held 
as part of the Conference program. Numbers are strictly limited and a � cket is required for a� endance. If you are interested in a� ending, please see 
the Conference Registra� on Desk for availability.

Advocacy Workshop

20 years experience about the do’s and don’ts of media interviews 

Date:
Time:
Room: 
Facilitator: 
Off ers, PHAA.

Making wri� en submissions to enquiries by parliamentary 
commi� ees – and also to departmental consulta� ons – has become 
a major means by which public health advocates can be heard and 
can infl uence policies and budgetary priori� es of na� onal, state and 
territory governments. There are hundreds of opportuni� es across 
Australia every year on a wide array of issues. Which to priori� se? 
How to understand what is going on? What makes a good wri� en 
submission? And what to do if you are asked to appear in person in 
front of a commi� ee hearing? This workshop will take on all these 
topics, and will include a live prac� ce commi� ee hearing appearance!

Wri� ng and Reviewing for Publica� on Workshop

Date:
Time:
Room: 
Facilitator: 
Journal of Public Health, and other Editors of the Journal

Reviewing a manuscript helps to improve your publishing skills. 
Understanding how to write for publica� on is complemented by 
understanding how to review manuscripts. This workshop will look at 
not only wri� ng for publica� on but reviewing manuscripts that have 
been submi� ed for publica� on. It is directed at those individuals that 
are rela� vely new to publishing their research. Workshop par� cipants 

Date: Tuesday 17 September 2019
Time: 1:30pm - 3:00pm
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Mr Rohan Greenland, PHAA Vice-President 
Development.

Advoca� ng for policy change by governments, health sector 
services and other stakeholders is an essen� al part of the public 
health mission to improve health for all. Even the constant need to 
build community awareness and support requires advocacy skills. 
More and more, PHAA members and other public health sector 
workers need to be eff ec� ve advocates for policy. This workshop 
will cover the targets of advocacy eff orts, the role of public health 
supporters in being advocates, and the skills needed to be eff ec� ve 
in bringing about change.

Media Skills Workshop
Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 9:00am - 10:30am
Room: Suite 2
Facilitator: Ms Toni Hassan, Media and Communica� ons Manager, 
PHAA

Regardless of the changes in the media landscape, skills in working 
with journalists and the media remain an important skill for people 
in public health.  Understanding the pressures on journalists, the 
defi ni� on of what qualifi es some informa� on “newsworthy” and 
the importance of clear succinct messaging is essen� al in every 
form of mass communica� on.  This workshop will give par� cipants 
a chance to learn from award winning journalists with more than 
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Date: Tuesday 17 September 2019
Time: 4:30pm - 6:00pm
Loca� on: Ballroom Foyer, Level 1
Cost:

• Included in FULL registra� ons, lanyards must be worn for entry
• Tickets must be shown for entry for other registra� on types
• A � cket can be purchased for $60

The Welcome Recep� on is an opportunity for delegates to network, renew acquaintances and also engage with sponsors and exhibitors. 

The Welcome Recep� on includes non-alcoholic beverages and canapes. A cash bar will be available at the Welcome Recep� on for delegates to purchase 
alcoholic beverages at their own expense. 

WELCOME RECEPTION

NETWORKING, FUNCTIONS & MEETINGS

PHAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)

Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Loca� on: Ballroom A, Level 1
Who can a� end:

• PHAA Financial Members - will be able to a� end and vote. Financial Members will be required to sign in for vo� ng purposes. 
• Non-PHAA Member - can a� end as an observer

If you wish to have paper copied with you at the AGM, please print a copy and bring with you as only a limited number of hard copies will be available. 

The Australian Public Health Conference will feature an Indigenous yarning circle. The yarning circle is a place for 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous allies to come and listen, network and yarn about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health. 

While there are no formal presenta� ons, Elders will be invited to share their knowledge. Addi� onally, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander presenters will have be encouraged to con� nue conversa� ons at lunch� me. At other 
� mes, people are welcome to sit and connect.  

Dr Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Special Interest Co-Convener, will be at the Conference, and 
at lunch � mes will be hos� ng the yarning circle on behalf of the PHAA. 

INDIGENOUS YARNING CIRCLE
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CONFERENCE DINNER

Date: Wednesday 18 September 2019
Time: 7:00pm - 11:00pm
Loca� on: Adelaide Town Hall
Address: 
Cost:

• Included in FULL registra� ons
• Tickets must be shown for entry

The Conference Dinner is an opportunity for delegates to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of PHAA, hear a keynote presenta� on, congratulate 
award winners, and network and relax with light entertainment.
The Conference Dinner � cket includes non-alcoholic beverages, meals, presenta� on and light entertainment. 
  A cash bar will be available at the Conference Dinner for delegates to purchase alcoholic beverages at their own expense.
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Conference Dinner Speaker

Emeritus Professor Mike Daube AO, Faculty of Health Sciences, Cur� n University
Mike Daube is Emeritus Professor at Cur� n University, where he was Professor of Health Policy from 2005 – 2018 
and Director of the Public Health Advocacy Ins� tute and the McCusker Centre for Ac� on on Alcohol and Youth. 
Before this he was Director General of Health for Western Australia and Chair of the Na� onal Public Health 
Partnership. He has been Na� onal and State President of PHAA, President of the Australian Council on Smoking 
and Health, Co-Chair of the Na� onal Alliance for Ac� on on Alcohol, and Chair, patron and member of many 
interna� onal, federal and state government and non-government commi� ees and organisa� ons. He has published 
widely, and worked interna� onally for many years with WHO, governments and NGOs in more than 40 countries. 
He is an Offi  cer in the Order of Australia (AO), and has received many other na� onal and interna� onal awards. He 
was the 2018 Western Australian of the Year.

Conference Dinner Supported By

1969 - 201950 years 
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Public Health Prevention 
Conference 2020

Wednesday 13 to Friday 15 May 2020
Pan Pacific Perth, WA

SAVE THE DATE!

190822 Half Page Program Ad_Prevention 2020.indd   1 22-Aug-19   9:04:23 AM
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BASIL HETZEL ORATION

ABOUT THE ORATION
The Basil Hetzel Ora� on recognises the contribu� on and commitment to Public Health Research and Advocacy 
of the Hon Dr Basil Hetzel AC who spent many years working in the interna� onal health arena, and is well-
known for his work on iodine defi ciency disorders. Basil Hetzel was born in London in 1922. He graduated in 
medicine from the University of Adelaide in 1944. A� er postgraduate educa� on and research in Adelaide (1945-
1951); New York (Fulbright Research Scholar (1951-54); and London (1954-1955), he returned to the University 
of Adelaide as Reader and later Michell Professor of Medicine (1956-1968).
From 1968-1975 he was Founda� on Professor of Social and Preven� ve Medicine at Monash University in 
Melbourne. He then spent 10 years (1975-1985) with the CSIRO as fi rst Chief of the CSIRO Division of Human 
Nutri� on.

2019 BASIL HETZEL ORATOR

Presenter: Professor Emily Banks, Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health, Australian Na� onal 
University

Professor Emily Banks is a public health physician and epidemiologist with interest and exper� se in chronic 
disease, large scale cohort studies, pharmacoepidemiology, Aboriginal Health and healthy ageing. She currently 
leads the Epidemiology for Policy and Prac� ce Group at the Na� onal Centre for Epidemiology and Popula� on 
Health, Australian Na� onal University, is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences and 
a Visi� ng Professor at the University of Oxford. She has previously served as Chair of the Advisory Commi� ee on 
the Safety of Medicines and an advisor to the World Health Organiza� on. The main emphasis of her work has 
been in using large-scale data to iden� fy poten� ally modifi able factors aff ec� ng individual and popula� on health 
in diff erent se�  ngs and to quan� fy their eff ects, to inform improvements in health and health care. 

2019 ORATION

Ora� on: Why public health is the answer to almost everything
The achievements of public health are extraordinary. They are o� en under recognised. This presenta� on will refl ect on what public health is, what it has achieved 
and its contemporary role, including protec� ng all of us from the forces of evil.  
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VALE PROFESSOR BASIL HETZEL AC LMPHAA - 1922 - 2017
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2019 SPONSORS
A special thank you to the Australian Public Health Conference 2019 Sponsors.

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR |AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

W: www.health.gov.au

The Department of Health is commi� ed to achieving our vision of be� er health and wellbeing for all Australians, now and for future genera� ons. Our strategic 
priori� es are to drive be� er health and aged care outcomes and reduced inequality; deliver an aff ordable, accessible, effi  cient, safe, and high quality health 
and aged care system; and promote be� er sport outcomes.

Our purpose is to lead and shape Australia’s health and aged care system and spor� ng outcomes through evidence-based policy, well targeted programs and 
best prac� ce regula� on. We will achieve this through six outcomes – health system policy, design and innova� on; health access and support services; sport 
and recrea� on; individual health benefi ts; regula� on, safety and protec� on; and ageing and aged care.

ASSOCIATE SPONSOR |NSW MINISTRY OF HEALTH
Dawn Arneman, Manager, Popula� on Health Training
A: 100 Chris� e Street, St Leonards NSW 2065
T: 02 9397 9956
E: dawn.arneman@health.nsw.gov.au
W: www.health.nsw.gov.au

The purpose of NSW Health is to plan the provision of comprehensive, balanced and coordinated health services to promote, protect, develop, maintain and 
improve the health and wellbeing of the people of New South Wales (Source: Health Administra� on Act 1982, No 135, Sec� on 5).

NSW Health is the largest health system in Australia, with 228 hospitals and around 117,047 staff  (full-� me equivalent 2017-18). In 2018-19, 1.9 million people 
received care in hospital and 2.9 million people a� ended an emergency department.

SUPPORT SPONSOR | DEPARTMENT FOR HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Ka� na O’Onise, Execu� ve Director, Preven� on and Popula� on Health Branch
A: Po Box 6, Rundle Mall Adelaide SA 5000
T: 08 8226 6031 / 0404 461 788
E: ka� na.d’onise@sa.gov.au
W: www.sahealth.sa.gov.au

The Preven� on and Popula� on Health Branch works to build be� er health outcomes and avoid or defer the onset of preventable diseases and disabili� es. The 
Branch is made up of a range of teams that make specifi c contribu� ons to the illness preven� on and health promo� on agenda, using evidence-based strategies 
and processes to deliver the program of work. Together the Preven� on and Popula� on Health Branch teams form an integrated response to the complex 
preven� on and popula� on health challenges within South Australia
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AFFILIATION SPONSOR | SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH & COMMUNITY MEDICINE, 
UNIVERSITY OF NSW
Anil Singh-Prakash, Execu� ve Offi  cer
A: Samuels Building, University of NSW Sydney NSW 2052
T: 02 93852446
E: a.prakash@unsw.edu.au
W: h� ps://sphcm.med.unsw.edu.au/ 

The School of Public Health and Community Medicine (SPHCM) in Sydney at the University of New South Wales is a leading postgraduate 
educator in Australia and the Asia-Pacifi c region through our Masters programs in Public Health, Interna� onal Public Health, Health Management 
and Infec� ous Diseases Intelligence, including a range of specialisa� ons, dual degrees, and research degrees. All our Masters coursework 
programs are available fully online or face to face.  Infec� ous diseases is a major area of research and teaching strength at UNSW, and UNSW 
is the top ranked Australian university in infec� ous diseases research and in the top 50 in the world. We off er opportuni� es for internships in 
Australia and overseas. For senior health professionals, our Future Health Leaders program off ers the opportunity to complete a professional 
doctorate while working. UNSW is part of the PLUS Alliance with Arizona State University and Kings College London. Students doing our degrees 
can choose subjects from ASU or KCL as part of our Global Learning Network.The Bachelor of Interna� onal Public Health is a new fully online 
program which is designed to build and strengthen the interna� onal public health workforce. With courses available as part of Plus Alliance it is a 
unique experience and immerses students in a virtual global classroom, allowing students to study when and where they want.

OFFICIAL AIRLINE PARTNER | QANTAS

Qantas is Australia’s largest domes� c and interna� onal airline and is widely regarded as the world’s 
leading long distance airline. With a reputa� on for excellence in safety, opera� onal reliability, 
and world-class customer service; Qantas off ers a truly global network proposi� on for delegates 
travelling to Adelaide for the Australian Public Health Conference 2019.

CONFERENCE DINNER SUPPORTER | ADELAIDE TOWN HALL

We value the role not-for-profi t and community organisa� ons play in improving the City of Adelaide, 
and the wellbeing of the people of Adelaide. Our Community Ac� va� on Fund is an opportunity for 
NFP groups and organisa� ons to receive in-kind support to host an event in one of our beau� ful 
venues. Whether you are a large or small NFP, we welcome you to apply if you are a� er an iconic, 
centrally-located venue for fundraisers, celebra� ons, mee� ngs and events.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr Tony Adams AM
Former CHO NSW 1983-88,CMO Australia 

1988-1997, Professor of Public Health ANU 
1997- 2003, and Chair Global Commission for 
Cer� fi ca� on of Poliomyeli� s Eradica� on WHO 

1995- 2016

Graduated in Medicine from Adelaide 1959, Frank 
Knox Fellowship, MPH Harvard 1961, Lecturer 
in Community Medicine University of Kentucky 
1962-63, Senior Lecturer  Public Health University 
of Sydney 1965-1973, Director of Health Services 
Research NSW Health 1974-1982, Chief Health 
Offi  cer NSW 1983-1988, Chief Medical Offi  cer 
Australia 1988-1997, Member then Chair WHO 
Global Commission for Cer� fi ca� on of Poliomyeli� s 
Eradica� on 1995-2016.

Professor Alex Brown
Leader, Aboriginal Research Unit, South 
Australian Health & Medical Research 

Ins� tute (SAHMRI)

Professor Alex Brown is an Aboriginal medical 
doctor and researcher. He grew up on the south 
coast of New South Wales (NSW) with family 
connec� ons to Nowra, Wreck Bay and Wallaga Lake 
on the far south coast of NSW. 
Alex has been involved in policy since he 
commenced as a doctor. He has been heavily 
involved in engaging government and lead agencies 
in se�  ng the agenda in Aboriginal cardiovascular 
disease management and control and chronic 
disease policy more broadly. He sits on a range 
of na� onal commi� ees, including the Heart 
Founda� on, chairs the Cardiac Society Indigenous 
Cardiovascular Council and was a member of 
the Na� onal Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Health Equality Council (2009-2012).
In July 2012, Alex joined SAHMRI to lead Aboriginal 
health research.
In November 2012, Alex was awarded the 
pres� gious Viertel Senior Medical Research 
Fellowship to further his research into the impacts 
of psychosocial determinants on cardiovascular 
disease in Aboriginal communi� es.

Ms Donnella Mills
Ac� ng Chair, Na� onal Aboriginal Community 

Controlled Health Organisa� on (NACCHO)

Donnella Mills is a proud Torres Strait Islander 
woman with ancestral and family links to Masig 
and Nagir. She is a Director of Wuchopperen 
Health Service and Ac� ng Chair of the Na� onal 
Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisa� on - NACCHO.  She is a Cairns-based 
lawyer with LawRight, a Community Legal Centre 
which coordinates the provision of pro-bono civil 
legal services to disadvantaged and vulnerable 
members of the community.  Donnella is currently 
the project lawyer for the Wuchopperen Health 
Jus� ce Partnership. This innova� ve HJP is an 
exci� ng model of care providing access to jus� ce 
in a community controlled se�  ng, where lawyers 
and health professionals collaborate to achieve 
improved health, social, emo� onal and spiritual 
well-being outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. Donnella has ac� vely 
promoted self-determina� on and social jus� ce 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
throughout her career. This includes delivering 
expanded and enhanced health services that are 
community driven and community led.
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Dr Barri Phatarfod
Founder and Director, Doctors for Refugees

Dr Barri Phatarfod is a Sydney GP who started the 
group Doctors for Refugees in 2013 to unite the 
voices of the medical profession in condemning the 
human rights abuses infl icted on asylum seekers. 
When the Australian government sacked the 
overseeing body for deten� on health that same 
year, leaving no-one to monitor their treatment, 
Barri started reviewing the medical records of sick 
and injured refugees herself. As the number of 
referrals grew, par� cularly from the squalid centres 
on Manus Island and Nauru, Barri enlisted the help 
of volunteer doctors around the country. Doctors 
for Refugees currently has up to 100 doctors 
reviewing several hundred medical fi les and over 
the years they have helped achieve the proper 
treatment for many trapped in desperate and 
perilous condi� ons. 
In 2016, Barri lead Doctors for Refugees to 
challenge the federal government in the High Court 
and succeeded in overturning a conten� ous law, 
which had sought to jail doctors and others who 
spoke out about the abuses they had witnessed 
(ABFA, 2015). 
Barri will speak on the important role doctors hold 
in the refugee discussion.

Ms Mary Patetsos
Chairperson, Federa� on of Ethnic 

Communi� es’ Councils of Australia

Mary Patetsos is a professional Board Director, 
serving on both Na� onal and South Australian 
Boards with a rare blend of academic qualifi ca� ons 
and exper� se. Her skills and experience combined 
with an extensive na� onal network enable her 
to add signifi cant value to organisa� ons at many 
levels. In par� cular, her commitment to achieve 
posi� ve change drives her ambi� on. She contends 
that a strong belief in the worthiness of learning 
and work have become her key mo� vator.

Execu� ve Director, Health Protec� on Branch, 
Queensland Health, where her areas of 
responsibility include food safety, water quality, 
environmental hazards, radia� on health and public 
health regula� on.  Sophie has had a diverse career 
in public health within Queensland Health and 
in the community spanning more than 30 years, 
covering such roles as management of public 
health units, and environmental health, health 
protec� on and health promo� on programs. She 
holds Adjunct appointments at University of 
Queensland and Griffi  th University, and In 2008, 
Sophie was awarded a Public Service Medal 
for outstanding public service in the fi eld of 
environmental health.  

Adjunct Professor Sophie Dwyer
Execu� ve Director, Health Protec� on, 

Queensland Health
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Tony Slatyer is the former Australian Government 
offi  cial responsible for managing na� onal water 
policy and programs. Since 2017, Tony has been 
engaged as the Special Adviser on Water for the 
Department of Foreign Aff airs and Trade on a part 
� me basis and is a founder of the Water Policy 
Group, an independent global network of water 
policy experts.

Dr Veronica Ma� hews
Research Fellow, University Centre for Rural 

Health, University of Sydney

Dr Veronica Ma� hews is from the Quandamooka 
community, North Stradbroke Island. She has over 
15 years’ experience working in a variety of roles 
in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health 
from program delivery to policy and research. She 
is currently a Research Fellow at the University 
Centre for Rural Health in Lismore, where her key 
contribu� ons have been in Indigenous primary 
health care systems research. She has a strong 
interest in community-based research methods, 
currently working with local organisa� ons to 
examine the mental health and wellbeing impact of 
the 2017 Northern Rivers fl ood for diff erent sectors 
of the community. 

Mr Anthony Slater
Consultant on Water Policy and Governance, 

Water Policy Group

Sharon Friel is Professor of Health Equity and 
Director of the School of Regula� on and Global 
Governance (RegNet), Australian Na� onal 
University. She is also Director of the Menzies 
Centre for Governance, Policy and Health Equity 
ANU. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social 
Sciences Australia and co-Director of the NHMRC 
Centre for Research Excellence in the Social 
Determinants of Health Equity. Between 2005 and 
2008 she was the Head of the Scien� fi c Secretariat 
(University College London) of the World Health 
Organisa� on Commission on Social Determinants 
of Health. Her interests are in the poli� cal economy 
of health; policy, governance and regula� on in 
rela� on to the social determinants of health 
inequi� es, including trade and investment, food 
systems, urbanisa� on and climate change. Her 
recent book “Climate Change and the People’s 
Health” was published by OUP in Jan 2019.

Professor Sharon Friel
Director and Professor of Health Equity, 

School of Regula� on and Global Governance 
(RegNet), Australian Na� onal University 
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Associate Professor Gary Sacks
Heart Founda� on Future Leader Fellow, 
Global Obesity Centre, Deakin University

Associate Professor Gary Sacks is a Heart 
Founda� on Future Leader Fellow based at the 
Global Obesity Centre at Deakin University. Gary’s 
research focuses on policies for the preven� on 
of obesity and related diseases. Gary has co-
authored several interna� onal reports on obesity 
preven� on, including the Lancet Commission on 
Obesity and several reports for the World Health 
Organiza� on. Gary led the fi rst-ever studies to 
benchmark progress on obesity preven� on by 
Australian governments and food companies, for 
which he was awarded a pres� gious VicHealth 
Award for research transla� on. Gary co-authored 
the ACE-Obesity Policy study, which assessed 
the cost-eff ec� veness of policies related to 
obesity preven� on in Australia. Gary co-founded 
INFORMAS (Interna� onal Network for Food and 
Obesity / non-communicable diseases Research, 
Monitoring and Ac� on Support) – a global network 
for monitoring food environments. Gary leads the 
component of INFORMAS dedicated to monitoring 
the ac� ons of food companies in rela� on to obesity 
preven� on and popula� on nutri� on.

The Hon Emeritus Professor 
Peter Baume AC DistFRNS

Facilitator in Medicine, University of NSW

The Hon. Emeritus Professor Peter Baume AC was 
Professor of Community Medicine and Head of School, 
University of New South Wales from 1991-2000. He 
was a Senator for New South Wales between 1974 and 
1991; was successively Government Whip, Minister 
for Aboriginal Aff airs, Minister Assis� ng the Minister 
for Na� onal Development and Energy, Minister for 
Health, Minister for Educa� on, and a Minister in 
Cabinet. He was Chancellor of the Australian Na� onal 
University from 1994-2006, was Founda� on Chair of 
the Australian Sports Drug Agency, a Commissioner of 
the Australian Law Reform Commission, Deputy-Chair 
of the Australian Na� onal Council on AIDS, President 
of the Public Health Associa� on (NSW Branch), Patron 
of the Voluntary Euthanasia Society of NSW and of its 
successor body Dying with Dignity NSW. He was the 
Chairman of the Alzheimer’s Associa� on in NSW (he 
remains a Director) and was Chairman of the Kolling 
Ins� tute for Medical Research, was an Offi  cial Visitor 
to psychiatric hospitals and a member of the Offi  cial 
Visitors’ Advisory Commi� ee. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of New South Wales. He is a physician 
who holds a doctorate, two honorary doctorates, and 
several fellowships and is a Companion in the Order 
of Australia (having previously been an Offi  cer of the 
same Order). He has published extensively, reviews for 
a number of journals, and has received a number of 
compe� � ve grants.

The Hon Neal Blewe� 
Australian Minister for Health 1983-1991

The Honourable Neal Blewe�  was Australian 
Minister for Health 1983-1991. During this period 
he established Medicare, encouraged drug policy 
reforms, presided over Australia’s response to the 
AIDS crisis and launched a general preventa� ve 
health program, Health for All Australians. 
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Dr Stephen Ducke�  has held top opera� onal 
and policy leadership posi� ons in health care in 
Australia and Canada, including as Secretary of 
what is now the Commonwealth Department of 
Health. He has a reputa� on for crea� vity, evidence-
based innova� on and reform in areas ranging 
from the introduc� on of ac� vity-based funding for 
hospitals to new systems of accountability for the 
safety of hospital care. An economist, he is a Fellow 
of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia 
and of the Australian Academy of Health and 
Medical Science.

Dr Stephen Ducke� 
Health Program Director, Gra� an Ins� tute

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS



Australian Public Health Conference 2019 | 25

BECOME A 
MEMBER TODAY!

“Public health is the art and science of preventing illness and promoting health through organised efforts of society”

The PHAA is an organisation dedicated to the promotion 
of public health. It is also a forum for developing 

professional and academic networks.

About the Public Health Association of Australia
The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is recognised 
as the principal non-government organisation for public health 
in Australia and works to promote the health and well-being of 
all Australians. The Association seeks better population health 
outcomes based on prevention, the social determinants of health 
and equity principles.

PHAA is a national organisation comprising around 1900 individual 
members and representing over 40 professional groups concerned 
with the promotion of health at a population level.

Why become a member?
The PHAA makes major contributions to public health as an 
advocate of public health issues primarily through submissions and 
by representation on boards, committees and consultative bodies. 
It acts as a forum for public health advancement and organises 
conferences and seminars to enhance the skills of public health 
practitioners. 

Membership of PHAA is open to any person who is supportive of the 
objectives of the association.

PHAA Objectives
• to advocate for the reduction of health inequalities across 

Australia and international communities;

• to encourage research and promote knowledge relating to 
the problems, needs and development of public health;

• to promote and provide a forum for the regular exchange of 
views and information;

• to promote the development and education of workers in 
public health;

• to promote, maintain and extend the interest of PHAA’s 
Branches, Special Interest Groups and any affiliated 
organisations;

• to promote excellence in public health practice; and

• to advocate the objects and policies of the Association to 
achieve better outcomes for all.

BECOME A MEMBER OF PHAA AT THE AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC HEALTH 
CONFERENCE AND RECEIVE A SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR CATEGORIES A & B

VISIT THE REGISTRATION DESK TO LEARN MORE

www.phaa.net.au | 02 6285 2373 | phaa@phaa.net.au | @_PHAA_

190821 Program Ad_PHAA Membership.indd   1 23-Aug-19   10:27:10 AM
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CONFERENCE DAY ONE
TIME SESSION ROOM

7:30am - 6:00pm Conference Registra� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 18:30am - 6:00pm Exhibi� on Open

Opening Plenary

9:00am - 10:30am

Welcome to Country

Conference Welcome
Speaker: Mr Terry Slevin, Chief Execu� ve Offi  cer, Public Health Associa� on of Australia

Opening Address

Public Health Milestones
Keynote Speaker: Dr Tony Adams, Former CHO NSW 1983-88,CMO Australia 1988-1997, Professor of Public 
Health ANU 1997- 2003, Chair Global Commission for Cer� fi ca� on of Poliomyeli� s Eradica� on WHO 1995- 
2016
Crea� on of the Public Health Associa� on of Australia in 1969 and my career in Public Health

Challenges and Progress in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
Keynote Speaker: Professor Alex Brown, Leader - Aboriginal Research Unit, South Australian Health & 
Medical Research Ins� tute 

Preventa� ve Health Strategy
Keynote Speaker: Dr Lisa Studdert, Deputy Secretary, Popula� on Health, Sport and Aged Care Royal 
Commission Taskforce, Australian Government Department of Health

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

Sponsored by:

10:30am - 11:00am Morning Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 1
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TIME SESSION ROOM

Plenary Session 2 - Human Rights

11:00am - 
12:30pm

48 years of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Control
Keynote Speaker: Ms Donnella Mills, Ac� ng Chair, Na� onal Aboriginal Community Controlled 
Organisa� on
In the � me since the Aboriginal community-controlled health care model was fi rst developed in Redfern in 
1971, a network of 145 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander medical services has emerged. It delivers 3 million 
episodes of care annually to over half the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander popula� on. The presenta� on 
looks at how this occurred, how the principles of community control and self-determina� on underpin the 
model and how it can be expanded, par� cularly, in improving health and jus� ce outcomes.

The obliga� on of health professionals to advocate for refugees
Keynote Speaker: Dr Barri Phatarfod, Founder and President, Doctors for Refugees

Human Rights
Keynote Speaker: Ms Mary Patetsos, Chairperson, Federa� on of Ethnic Communi� es’ Councils of 
Australia 

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

12:30pm - 
1:30pm

Lunch, Exhibi� on and Poster Presenta� ons P1

Indigenous Yarning Circle – Hosted by Dr Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander SIG 
Co-Convenor

Ballroom Foyer
Level 1
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CONFERENCE DAY ONE
TIME SESSION ROOM

1:30pm - 3:00pm - Concurrent Session 1

Speaker 
Times

1A Older Australians
Room: Ballroom A

1B Community Interven� ons 
Room: Ballroom B

1C Leadership & Poli� cs
Room: Ballroom C

1D Principals of Human Rights & 
Diversity

Room: Suite 3

1:30pm – 
1:45pm

Older Australians’ alcohol-related 
risk percep� ons, harm, and 
knowledge of drinking guidelines
Speaker: Nathan Harrison

South Australian children’s 
percep� ons and experiences of 
family food insecurity
Speaker: Stefania Velardo

Is there poli� cal will for ac� on on 
the social determinants of health? 
Speaker: Fran Baum 

Cultural Safety in Rural and 
Remote Aboriginal Aged Care
Speaker: Adriana Parrella

1:45pm – 
2:00pm

Booze and Baby Boomers: The 
new risk group
Speaker: Victoria Kostadinov

Community Based Iron-Folic Acid 
Supplementa� on and Educa� on 
among Pregnant Women in 
Kiambu 
Speaker: Mary Kamau

Equipping leaders in public health 
Speaker: Zahra Aziz 

Prison-based alcohol and drug 
treatment for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
Speaker: Michael Doyle 

2:00pm – 
2:15pm

Is living alone predic� ve or 
protec� ve for social isola� on 
among older people?
Speaker: Margo Barr

Oral Health Care for People 
Experiencing Homelessness in 
South Australia 
Speaker: Cathy Nelson

Building evalua� on capacity in 
a public health organisa� on: an 
evolving approach
Speaker: Ashleigh Armanasco

Social support and health in an 
Australian na� onal sample of 
sexual-minority youth
Speaker: Alice Campbell

2:15pm – 
2:30pm

Depressive symptoms are 
associated with osteoporosis 
among Australian older men 
Speaker: Abhijit Chowdhury

Hospital avoidance in kids: 
Community malaria management 
for children of refugee 
background
Speaker: Kate Murton

Mobilising health professionals for 
policy change: the Our Climate Our 
Health campaign
Speaker: Alice Eggleston

Sexual-iden� ty fl uidity and 
depression in a na� onal cohort of 
young Australian women 
Speaker: Alice Campbell

2:30pm – 
2:45pm

How do older adults using 
polypharmacy understand its 
risks? 
Speaker: Robyn Gillespie

Ecological transla� on of a physical 
ac� vity smartphone app using 
social marke� ng techniques
Speaker: Celine Northco� 

NSW Aboriginal Health Plan 
evalua� on: Results for “Building 
trust through partnerships”
Speaker: Amanda Jayakody

50 years since abor� on law 
reform in SA - what next? 
Speaker: Brigid Coombe

2:45pm – 
3:00pm

Consumer engagement  with 
LGBTI community living older 
people 
Speaker: Chris� ne Morris

Individual environments impact 
prac� ce: How diff erent workplace 
contexts adopt health promo� on 
standards 
Speaker: Laura Paulsen 

NSW Aboriginal Health Plan 
evalua� on: results for “Integrated 
planning and service delivery”
Speaker: Aaron Cashmore

Refugee women and Domes� c 
and Family Violence: A Women’s 
Health Service Response  
Speaker: Penny Bridge
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TIME SESSION ROOM

3:00pm - 3:30pm A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

Basil Hetzel Ora� on

3:30pm – 4:30pm

Why public health is the answer to almost everything
Orator: Professor Emily Banks, Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health, Australian Na� onal 
University
The achievements of public health are extraordinary. They are o� en under recognised. This presenta� on will 
refl ect on what public health is, what it has achieved and its contemporary role, including protec� ng all of us 
from the forces of evil.  

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

4:30pm - 6:00pm Conference Welcome Recep� on and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

6:00pm End of Conference Day 1
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NOTES
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO
TIME SESSION ROOM

8:00am - 
4:00pm Conference Registra� on

Ballroom Foyer
Level 18:30am - 

5:30pm Exhibi� on Open

9:00am - 10:30am - Concurrent Session 2

Speaker 
Times

2A Workshop
Room: Ballroom A

2B Workshop
Room: Ballroom B

2C Workshop
Room: Ballroom C

2D Workshop
Room: Suite 3

9:00am - 
10:30am

Improving diversity, equity and 
inclusion in public health related 
organisa� ons

Hosted By: Dr Paul Gardiner, 
Dheepa  Jeyapalan, Rob Hill and 
Diversity, Equity and inclusion 
Special Interest Group

Maternal Health Care for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Women: Using Data 
for Health Service Planning, 
Policy Development and Future 
Research

Hosted By: The Centre for 
Research Excellence in Integrated 
Quality Improvement

Reconnec� ng with land and 
country as a way to planetary 
wellbeing

Hosted By: Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander and Ecology and 
Environment Special Interest 
Groups

Developing a public health 
agenda in tradi� onal, 
complementary and integra� ve 
health care 

Hosted By: Public Health 
Associa� on of Australia 
Complementary Medicine 
Evidence, Research & Policy 
Special Interest Group

10:30am - 
11:00am Morning Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer

Level 1

11:00am - 12:30pm - Concurrent Session 3

Speaker 
Times

3A Rapid Fire - Popula� on and 
Public Health

Room: Ballroom A

3B Rapid Fire - Community and 
Interven� on

Room: Ballroom B

3C Rapid Fire - Children and 
Health Service

Room: Ballroom C

3D Table Top Presenta� ons
Room: Suite 3

11:00am - 
12:30pm

A profi le of health literacy in 
Australia
Speaker: Brigid Coombe

Capturing community voices to 
iden� fy drivers and barriers to 
healthy food behaviours
Speaker: Susan Williams

The quan� ty of words children 
hear in their fi rst year of life
Speaker: Mary Brushe

1. Policy and Prac� ce Impact of 
Research Using the 45 and Up 
Study 
Speaker: Tam Ha 
2. Monitoring the Gap for 
children and young people in Far 
West NSW
Speaker: Suhasini Sumithra

Conviviality in the Anthropocene: 
Implica� ons for Ecological Public 
Health 
Speaker: Michael Bentley

Diff erences in the perceived 
helpfulness of tobacco restric� ons 
by smokers’ qui�  ng inten� ons
Speaker: Zainab Zaki

Lifestyle pa� erns and their 
associa� on with adiposity in 
children: A systema� c review
Speaker: Ninoshka D’souza
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Concurrent Session 3 con� nued

Speaker 
Times

3A Rapid Fire - Popula� on 
and Public Health

3B Rapid Fire - Community 
and Interven� on

3C Rapid Fire - Children and 
Health Service

3D Table Top Presenta� ons

11:00am - 
12:30pm

Primary care, public health 
and health promo� on 
impact of complementary 
healthcare providers in 
Australia: challenges and 
opportuni� es  
Speaker: Jon Wardle

Health status of an Indigenous 
community: Pre-post 
interven� on study 
Speaker: Yoon-Fong Hoo

The impact of nature-based 
learning for primary school 
children: A Systema� c review
Speaker: Nicole Miller

3. Providing the evidence base 
to inform prac� ce and policy 
in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health
Speaker: Tara Hoyne 
4. Why we need to talk about 
the social outcomes of health
Speaker: Albie Sharpe
5. Medical Offi  cers of 
Health scope to reduce GHG 
emissions and air pollu� on
Speaker: Peter W Tait 

Long-term eff ects of 
homelessness on mortality: 
A 15-year Australian cohort 
study 
Speaker: Ramon Jose 
Seastres

Making Smoking History in 
Regional Community Se�  ngs 
Speaker: Shenae Norris

PHAA advocacy for Youth 
Mental Health
Speaker: Fiona Robards

Global incidence trend of 
oropharyngeal cancer: 1990-
2017
Speaker: Mi Du

Bringing to life Arabic and 
Mandarin resources : Visual 
and linguis� c challenges
Speaker: Carolyn Loton

In� mate Partner Violence 
and Risk of Repeat Suicide 
A� empt: Prospec� ve Panel 
Study 
Speaker: Victoria Rasmusen

The consequences of vehicle 
autonomy for ac� ve ageing
Speaker: Simone Pe�  grew

Is it true 
Speaker: Alice Evans

Special health care needs 
during childhood and 
academic achievement in 
secondary school 
Speaker: Anita van Zwieten

Climate change-associated 
migra� on and eff ects on 
human health 
Speaker: Devin Bowles

Eff ec� veness of Oseltamivir 
Prophylaxis for Infl uenza 
Outbreaks in Aged Care 
Homes
Speaker: Mithilesh Dronavalli

Family socioeconomic 
status during childhood and 
academic achievement in 
secondary school  
Speaker: Anita van Zwieten

Compassionate Choices: 
Person First and Public 
Health approaches at End-
of-Life  
Speaker: Stephen Ginsborg

Don’t follow the smoke: 
listening to the experiences 
of SEARCH Aboriginal 
adolescents
Speaker: Chris� na Heris

Do voca� onal educa� on 
students intend to change 
mul� ple health risk 
behaviours? 
Speaker: Prince Atorkey
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO
TIME SESSION ROOM

Concurrent Session 3 con� nued

Speaker Times 3A Rapid Fire - Popula� on and 
Public Health

3B Rapid Fire - Community and 
Interven� on

3C Rapid Fire - Children and 
Health Service 3D Table Top Presenta� ons

11:00am - 
12:30pm

Alcohol marke� ng in spor� ng 
contexts: Current trends and 
policy implica� ons 
Speaker: Simone Pe�  grew

Promo� ng healthy gender 
rela� onships in secondary 
schools through a mixed netball 
compe� � on
Speaker: Susan Parker

Celebra� ng progress in cancer 
survival in Western Australia: 
some methodological quirks 
Speaker: Cameron Wright 

Table top presentati ons 
conti nued

Preven� ng Noncommunicable 
diseases with a Focus on The 
Risk Factors of Unhealthy Diet
Speaker: Ahmed Hazazi

Pay cycle impacts on remote 
Aboriginal children’s dietary 
intake and food security
Speaker: Emma Tonkin

Importance of Self-care & in-
language support to Arabic and 
Mandarin-speaking migrants 
Speaker: Marianne Kearney

Food assistance fails to address 
food insecurity in an Australian 
capital city
Speaker: Chris� na Pollard

Developing engaging 
educa� onal booklets for early 
childhood obesity preven� on: 
What works? 
Speaker: Carolyn Loton

The obesity paradigm and 
the role of health services in 
preven� on 
Speaker: Claire Pearce

12:30pm - 
1:30pm

Lunch, Exhibi� on and Poster Presenta� ons P2

Indigenous Yarning Circle – Hosted by Dr Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander SIG 
Co-Convenor

Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

Plenary Session 3 – Droughts and Flooding Rains

1:30pm – 3:00pm

The future climate - managing public health threats from disasters in Queensland
Keynote Speaker: Adjunct Professor Sophie Dwyer, Execu� ve Director, Health Protec� on, Queensland 
Health
Over the 2019-2019 summer season, Queensland was subject to a wide range of threats and disasters from 
unprecedented fi res, cyclones, monsoonal fl ooding to a dust storm and heat waves.  While one part of the state was 
covered by an inland sea, another part of the state was in drought. Over the past decade, Queensland Health has, 
by necessity, developed eff ec� ve disaster management systems to deal with public health threats from disasters 
experienced over the past decade. What threats and impacts are being observed and how are these being managed?  
With climate change, managing disasters will become the ‘new normal’ for state public and environmental health 
services rather than the excep� onal event. 

Ballroom B&C
Level 1
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Plenary Session 3 – Droughts and Flooding Rains con� nued

1:30pm - 
3:00pm

Flooding, mental health and equity: lessons for building resilience within Northern NSW
Keynote Speaker: Dr Veronica Ma� hews, Research Fellow, University Centre for Rural Health, University 
of Sydney
There is compelling evidence that anthropogenic ac� vi� es are causing climate change, leading to more frequent 
extreme weather events with adverse consequences for human health. Northern NSW in Australia is a known 
‘hotspot’ for natural disasters with recent extensive fl ooding in April 2017. With limited knowledge about how 
climate change aff ects mental health and resilience, robust assessments are required to be� er understand long-term 
impact and adapta� on strategies, par� cularly in disaster-prone communi� es taking into account diff eren� al impacts 
on the poor and marginalised. The aim of this study is to contribute new knowledge by quan� fying rela� onships 
between fl ood impact, mental health (post-trauma� c stress, anxiety, depression) and resilience (community 
par� cipa� on and social cohesion) and illustrate how these associa� ons vary according to socio-economic 
circumstance. We adopted a community-partnered approach and purposive recruitment to ensure appropriate 
coverage of marginalised popula� on groups (lower socio-economic, Aboriginal and LGBTIQ+ communi� es). Our 
fi ndings will inform targeted mental health disaster preparedness and response policies taking into account diff erent 
sectors of the community and in the longer-term should inform the development and evalua� on of interven� ons 
aimed at building community resilience and adapta� on to climate change.

Water policy, globally and in Australia: an overview
Keynote Speaker: Mr Anthony Slatyer, Consultant on Water Policy and Governance, Water Policy Group

• Why water and policies on the use of water ma� er to global development and security
•  Policy commitments and relevant en� � es at the global level
•  How water is managed in Australia

Implica� ons for public health (presented by Dr Aparna Lal, Fellow, Environment, Climate and Health, Research School 
of Popula� on Health, ANU)

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

3:00pm - 
3:30pm A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer

Level 1



36 | Celebra� ng 50 years, poised to meet the challenges of the next 50

CONFERENCE DAY TWO
TIME SESSION ROOM

Plenary Session 4: Hedge Funds: the corporate determinant of health that no one is talking about

3:30pm - 4:20pm

How might hedge funds be an issue for health and health equity
Keynote Speaker: Professor Sharon Friel, Director and Professor of Health Equity, School of 
Regula� on and Global Governance (RegNet), Australian Na� onal University

Poten� al role for the investment community as part of eff orts to create heathier and 
sustainable food systems
Keynote Speaker: Associate Professor Gary Sacks, Associate Professor – Research, Faculty of 
Health, School of Health and Social Development, Deakin University

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

4:30pm - 5:30pm PHAA Annual General Mee� ng Ballroom A
Level 1

5:30pm End of Conference Program

7:00pm - 11:00pm

Conference Dinner and Public Health Awards

Conference Dinner Speaker: 
Emeritus Professor Mike Daube AO, Faculty of Health Sciences, 
Cur� n University

Ticket is required for the Dinner, please see page 15 for details. 

Adelaide Town Hall
(off site)

11:00pm End of Conference Day 2
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ABOUT THE ANZJPH
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CONFERENCE DAY THREE
TIME SESSION ROOM

8:30am - 3:15pm Conference Registra� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

8:30am - 3:15pm Exhibi� on Open

Plenary Session 5: Conversa� on – how to address cri� cal issues in addressing na� onal preven� ve/public health priori� es

9:00am - 10:30am

Conversa� on – how to address cri� cal issues in addressing na� onal preven� ve/public health priori� es
Keynote Speakers: 

• The Hon Emeritus Professor Peter Baume AC DistFRNS, Professor of Community Medicine and Head 
of School, University of New South Wales from 1991-2000, Senator for New South Wales between 
1974 and 1991

•  The Hon Neal Blewe� , Australian Minister for Health 1983-1991

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

Sponsored by:

Plenary Session 6: Award Presenta� ons 

10:00am – 10:30am

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Public Health Award Presenta� on
Award Recipient Address
The PHAA bestows this compe� � ve award on a person who has provided a notable contribu� on to the protec� on and 
promo� on of public health to benefi t Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, solving public health problems, 
advancing community awareness of public health measures and advancing the ideals and prac� ce of equity in the provision 
of Indigenous health care.

Tony McMichael PHEE Award Presenta� on
Award Recipient Address
Eligibility for nomina� on is open to a person (not just PHAA members) who has made a signifi cant, discernible contribu� on 
in the combined domains of public health and ecology or environmental health, which is consistent with and has 
contributed to fulfi lling the aims of the PHAA and the Environment and Ecology Special Interest Group

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

10:30am - 11:00am Morning Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer
Level 1
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Concurrent Session 4

Speaker 
Times

4A Regional & Rural Health 
Issues

Room: Ballroom A

4B Commercial Determents 
of Health

Room: Ballroom B

4C Challenges & Failures in 
Public Health

Room: Ballroom C

4D Principals of Human Rights 
& Diversity

Room: Suite 3

11:00am – 
11:15am

Review of Indigenous women’s 
access to maternal healthcare in 
low-middle income countries 
Speaker: Shahinoor Akter

Learnings from the Healthy 
Workers Healthy Futures 
ini� a� ve 2014 - 2018 
Speaker: Cory Stewart

‘know-can gap’ in childhood 
disease management among 
frontline health workers in 
India 
Speaker: Lopamudra Ray 
Saraswa�  

Employing a novel 
organisa� onal working group 
to address cancer inequi� es 
in WA 
Speaker: Zainab Zaki

11:15am – 
11:30am

Maternal health care access 
among Indigenous women 
in Chi� agong Hill Tracts, 
Bangladesh 
Speaker: Shahinoor Akter 

What makes health and equity 
a poli� cal and policy concern 
of governments?
Speaker: Belinda Townsend 

Developing the NSW Data 
Literacy Capability Framework
Speaker: Simon Willcox

The decline of smoking 
among Indigenous secondary 
students: implica� ons for 
future policy 
Speaker: Chris� na Heris 

11:30am – 
11:45am

Benefi ts of the rural ‘village’: 
qualita� ve explora� on of 
pa� ent experience of COPD 
Speaker: Kristen Glenister

Energy as a social determinant 
of health: review of Australian 
policy documents 
Speaker: Fran Baum

“It defi nitely changed”: 
qualita� ve research into the 
dietary behaviours of cancer 
caregivers
Speaker: Rebecca Warren

Scoping Study: m-health 
hypertension interven� on for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people 
Speaker: Ray Mahoney 

11:45am – 
12:00pm

Health care equity and access 
for marginalised young people: 
longitudinal qualita� ve study
Speaker: Fiona Robards

CSR: not only a smokescreen, 
but a strategy to increase 
poli� cal power 
Speaker: Jennifer Lacy-nichols

Tes� ng a brief online 
interven� on to promote 
men’s help-seeking for 
domes� c violence 
Speaker: Mohajer Hameed

Coverage of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander nutri� on 
in the Koori Mail
Speaker: Carmen Vargas

12:00pm – 
12:15pm

Food Sensa� ons®: addressing 
food insecurity in remote WA 
communi� es through nutri� on 
educa� on 
Speaker: Leisha Aberle 

Is lack of retail compe� � on 
in the grocery sector a public 
health issue? 
Speaker: Jon Wardle 

Children exposed to family 
and domes� c violence and 
their hospitalisa� ons
Speaker: Carol Orr 

Trend and determinants of 
complementary feeding in 
Ethiopia from 2005 to 20
Speaker: Kedir Yimam Ahmed

12:15pm – 
12:30pm

Health Impact Assessment of a 
Railway Connec� ng a Rural Part 
of Sydney
Speaker: Leng Boonwaat 

Health equity implica� ons 
of the implementa� on of 
Australia’s na� onal broadband 
network 
Speaker: Toby Freeman

Biological Childlessness 
Speaker: Roy Scragg

The changing temporal 
associa� on between caesarean 
birth and neonatal death in 
Ethiopia
Speaker: Engida Yisma
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CONFERENCE DAY THREE
TIME SESSION ROOM

12:30pm - 
1:15pm

Lunch and Exhibi� on
Indigenous Yarning Circle – Hosted by Dr Michael Doyle, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander SIG 
Co-Convenor

Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

Concurrent Session 6

Speaker 
Times

5A Social and environmental 
determinants of health

Room: Ballroom A

5B Community interven� ons and 
contemporary health ini� a� ves

Room: Ballroom B

5C Preven� on, protec� on, 
promo� on

Room: Ballroom C

5D Investment in health and 
preven� on

Room: Suite 3

1:15pm – 
1:30pm

Oral health for people from 
refugee and asylum seeking 
backgrounds in Australia
Speaker: Anna Ziersch 

Strengthening public support for 
health promo� on through values-
based messaging
Speaker: Ellouise Hickleton

Q fever percep� ons among 
South Australian animal 
science and veterinary students 
(preliminary results)   
Speaker: Md Rezanur Rahaman

Promo� ng Evidence-Based 
Management of An� bio� cs 
Through Electronic Decision 
Support Systems
Speaker: Mah Laka

1:30pm – 
1:45pm

Brokering Aboriginal people’s 
social and health service 
connec� ons: A Program 
Facilitator’s refl ec� on
Speaker: Luke Cantley 

Health literacy and social 
engagement to improve healthy 
ageing outcomes
Speaker: Kate Kameniar

Building a sustainable popula� on 
health workforce: the NSW 
Public Health Training Program
Speaker: Dawn Arneman 

Healthy Popula� ons - a human 
ecological view
Speaker: Peter W Tait

1:45pm – 
2:00pm

Opportuni� es and challenges of 
nature play on childhood health: 
a systema� c review
Speaker: Kylie Dankiw 

Psychological impacts of ‘screen’ 
and ‘green’ � me for youth: 
systema� c scoping review 
Speaker: Tassia Oswald 

Alcohol and Drug Use Among 
Construc� on Workers: Which 
Drugs and Which Workers?
Speaker: Janine Chapman 

Phenome-wide study on the role 
of high body mass in mul� ple 
diseases
Speaker: Elina Hypponen 

2:00pm – 
2:15pm

Rethinking the tradi� onal 
hierachical framework:A machine 
learning algorithmic predic� on of 
under-fi ve mortality
Speaker: Adeyinka Adegbosin 

Screening for cardiovascular 
disease risk in general prac� ce: 
mapping the pa� ent process
Speaker: Mary Malakellis

Reduc� ons in young workers’ 
risky drinking: the role of illicit 
drug displacement
Speaker: Ann Roche

Preven� ng ‘high use’ of hospital 
services: does primary care have 
a role?
Speaker: Cameron Wright 

2:15pm – 
2:30pm

Health and Liveability in Adelaide: 
A tool to assess health related 
liveability
Speaker: Michael McGreevy 

Insights into the informa� on 
needs of upper gastrointes� nal 
cancer survivors and supporters
Speaker: Nathan Harrison

Show some Be� que� e: a public 
health approach to gambling 
harm
Speaker: Alison Parkinson

Prenatal and infant health in 
Aboriginal Australians: Informing 
Aboriginal leaders and policy-
makers
Speaker: Jenny Fairthorne

2:30pm – 
2:45pm

Area level walkability and 
pedestrian-related injuries
Speaker: Shanley Chong

The impact of physical ac� vity 
during school � me on child 
wellbeing
Speaker: Adam Shoesmith 

Public provision of abor� on 
services possible with evidence-
based legisla� on, policy and 
prac� ce
Speaker: Suzanne Belton 

Investment in Indigenous eye 
health: what is needed to 
prevent avoidable blindness?
Speaker: Tessa Saunders
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2:45pm - 
3:15pm A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on Ballroom Foyer

Level 1

Closing Plenary Session

3:15pm - 
4:30pm

Think Tank Award Presenta� on – ‘Ageing in place: a major challenge for the public’s health over the next 
50 years’
Keynote Speaker: Ms Kathleen McFadden, Analyst, Innova� on, Technology and Strategic Advisory Division, 
Bentleys QLD and Masters of Public Health Student, University of NSW

Health care – and public health – funding challenges, now and in the future: A looming crisis?  
Keynote Speaker: Dr Stephen Ducke� , Health Program Director, Gra� an Ins� tute 

• We regularly hear that current policy se�  ngs for the Australian health care system are unsustainable. Is this so?
•  How should we think about funding policy for health care? And where does public health and preven� on fi t in?

Presenta� on of Abstract Awards 

Conference Close

Ballroom B&C
Level 1

4:30pm End of Conference
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NOTES

#NIC2020 | www.nic2020.com

17th National Immunisation 
Conference 2020

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS NOW OPEN

Tuesday 23 to Thursday 25 June 2020
Perth Convention Centre, WA

190822 Half Page Program Ad_NIC 2020.indd   1 23-Aug-19   10:29:10 AM
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POSTER DISPLAYS 
TIME SESSION ROOM

Conference Day 1 - Tuesday 17 September - Session P1

1:00pm - 1:15pm

P1.001 - Presenter: Lareesa Ryan 
Factors contribu� ng to maternal survival for high-risk pregnant women in Indonesian Borneo

Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

P1.002 - Presenter: Popy Yuniar 
Economic evalua� on of breast cancer early detec� on strategies in Asia: a systema� c review  

P1.003 - Presenter: Upendra Dhungana 
Depressive symptoms and an� retroviral adherence among PLHIV in ART centre of  Nepal

P1.004 - Presenter: Gemma Enright 
Comba�  ng childhood obesity: Mediators of behaviour change in a community interven� on 

P1.005 - Presenter: Sharon Campbell 
Applying local research: How do heatwaves impact the health system in Tasmania?

P1.006 - Presenter: Sanjeev Kumar Sahani
Eff ect of asthma on mental health outcomes in Australian women with diabetes 

P1.007 - Presenter: Zainab Zaki
Perceived facilitators for qui�  ng smoking among smokers and recent qui� ers

P1.008 - Presenter: Zhidong Liu
Impacts of temperature on bacillary dysentery: Evidence from 184 Chinese ci� es 
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Conference Day 2 - Wednesday 18 September  - Session P2

1:00pm - 1:15pm

P2.001 - Presenter: Deborah Hilton
In 50 years’ � me robo� c technology may improve screening of remote popula� ons 

Ballroom Foyer
Level 1

P2.002 - Presenter: Deborah Hilton
Moving aerial camera implementa� on for preven� on involves major challenges in future decades

P2.003 - Presenter: Stefania Velardo
Assessing the health impact of shared meals for elderly CALD individuals

P2.004 - Presenter: Lalithambigai Rajagopal
The lived experience of Australian women living with breast cancer: A meta-synthesis

P2.005 - Presenter: Natalie Russell
Ac� ve Bystanding against Sexism and Sexual Harassment 

P2.006 - Presenter: Prince Atorkey 
Uptake of proac� vely-off ered online and telephone interven� ons targe� ng mul� ple health risk behaviours

P2.007 - Presenter: Joanna Caruso
Eff ect of energy drink warning labels on young adults’ inten� ons to consume 
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EXHIBITORS

PUBLIC HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION OF 

AUSTRALIA

The Public Health Associa� on of Australia 
(PHAA) is recognised as the principal non-
government organisa� on for public health 
in Australia working to promote the health 
and well-being of all Australians. It is the 
pre-eminent voice for the public’s health in 
Australia. The PHAA works to ensure that 
the public’s health is improved through 
sustained and determined eff orts of the 
Board, the Na� onal Offi  ce, the State and 
Territory Branches, the Special Interest 
Groups and members.

Rodrigo Paramo, EA to the CEO, 
Execu� ve Administra� on and 
Membership Offi  cer 
A: PO Box 319, Cur� n ACT 2605
T: 02 6285 2373
E: phaa@phaa.net.au
W: www.phaa.net.au

BOOTH 1
NSW MINISTRY OF HEALTH

The purpose of NSW Health is to plan the 
provision of comprehensive, balanced 
and coordinated health services to 
promote, protect, develop, maintain and 
improve the health and wellbeing of the 
people of New South Wales (Source: 
Health Administra� on Act 1982, No 135, 
Sec� on 5).

NSW Health is the largest health 
system in Australia, with 228 hospitals 
and around 117,047 staff  (full-� me 
equivalent 2017-18). In 2018-19, 1.9 
million people received care in hospital 
and 2.9 million people a� ended an 
emergency department.

Dawn Arneman, Manager, Popula� on 
Health Training
A: 100 Chris� e Street, St Leonards 
NSW 2065
T: 02 9391 9956
E: dawn.arneman@health.nsw.gov.au
W: www.health.nsw.gov.au

BOOTH 3
AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS 

HEALTHINFONET

The Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet 
is an innova� ve unique web resource 
that aims to inform prac� ce and policy 
in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
health by making the evidence base 
freely accessible via the Internet www.
healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au, Since 1997, 
the HealthInfoNet is helping to close 
the gap in health between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people and 
other Australians. Their knowledge 
exchange research aims at providing 
the knowledge and other informa� on 
needed for prac� � oners and policy-
makers to make informed decisions.

BOOTH 2
PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
TROPICAL MEDICINE, 

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY

The discpline of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine off ers a Master of 
Public Health and Tropical Medicine 
(MPH&TM) and a Master of Public Health 
(MPH), as well as Cer� fi cate and Diploma 
level courses covering core public health 
competencies with a par� cular focus on 
tropical, rural and remote environments, 
off ered through online and face-to-face 
delivery in semester and block mode. 
The Discipline also plays a key role in 
embedding public health curriculum 
across undergraduate health professional 
courses and in Australia and the region. 

Lars Henning, Academic Head
A: 1 James Cook Drive, Douglas QLD 
4011
T: 07 4781 5162
E: lars.henning@jcu.edu.au
W: www.jcu.au

Tara Hoyne, Development & 
Marke� ng Manager
A: ECU 2 Bradford Street Mt Lawley 
WA 6050
T: 08 9370 6109
E: t.hoyne@ecu.edu.au
W: www.healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au
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BOOTH 4
END ALCOHOL 

ADVERTISING IN SPORT

The End Alcohol Adver� sing in Sport 
campaign is a people-powered campaign 
which aims to stop the loophole that 
allows the alcohol industry to adver� se its 
product to kids during Australia’s favourite 
sports. Alcohol sponsorship of sport 
impacts both players and spectators. It 
is associated with hazardous drinking by 
those playing the sport and communicates 
strong messages about alcohol brands and 
drinking that are absorbed by children. By 
signing up to the campaign, we can put 
pressure on Governments to change the 
legisla� on and end alcohol adver� sing in 
sport.

BOOTH 5
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF 

HEALTH AND WELFARE

The Australian Ins� tute of Health and 
Welfare provides high-quality and 
independent evidence—used by many to 
improve policies and services on health 
and welfare issues and topics, including  
expenditure, hospitals, disease, injury, 
mental health, ageing, homelessness, 
housing, disability, child protec� on, and 
the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people.

Kamara Buchanan, Communica� ons 
Offi  cer
A: PO Box 19, Deakin West ACT 2600
T: 02 6122 8600
E: kamara.buchanan@fare.org.au
W: www.
endalcoholadver� singinsport.org.au

A: 1 Thynne Street, Bruce ACT 2617
T: 02 6244 1000
E: info@aihw.gov.au
W: www.aihw.gov.au

BOOTH 6
HESTA

Here for you We’re the industry super 
fund dedicated to people who provide 
some of the best health and community 
services in the world. With more than 
840,000 members and $50 billion 
invested globally on their behalf, we’ve 
learned a thing or two about looking 
a� er our members. 

Issued by H.E.S.T. Australia Ltd ABN 66 
006 818 695 AFSL No. 235249, Trustee of 
Health Employees Superannua� on Trust 
Australia (HESTA) ABN 64 971 749 321. 
Before making a decision about HESTA 
products you should read the relevant 
Product Disclosure Statement (call 1800 
813 327 or visit hesta.com.au for a copy), 
and consider all relevant risks (hesta.
com.au/understandingrisk).        

Amy Baker, Partnership Coordinator
A: Level 20, 2 Lonsdale St 
Melbourne VIC 3000
T: 61 438 729 583
E: abaker@hesta.com.au
W: hesta.com.au
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PROGRAM SUMMARY
TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER

7:30am - 6:00pm - Registra� on Open
8:30am - 6:00pm - Exhibi� on Open

Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

9:00am - 10:30am - Opening Plenary
Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Welcome to Country
Conference Welcome

Keynote Speakers:
Dr Tony Adams

Professor Alex Brown

Invited Speaker:
Dr Lisa Studdert

10:30am - 11:00am - Morning Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

11:00am - 12:30pm - Plenary Session 2
Human Rights

Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Keynote Speakers:
Ms Donnella Mills
Dr Barri Phatarfod
Ms Mary Patetsos

12:30pm - 1:30pm - Lunch, Exhibi� on and Posters P1
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

1:30pm - 3:00pm - Concurrent Session 1
1A - Older Australians, Ballroom A

1B - Community Interven� ons, Ballroom B
1C - Leadership & Poli� cs, Ballroom C

1D - Principals of Human Rights & Diversity, Suite 3
Capacity Building Workshop - Advocacy, Suite 2 (Ticket 

Required)

3:00pm - 3:30pm - A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

3:30pm - 4:30pm - Basil Hetzel Ora� on
Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Orator: Professor Emily Banks

4:30pm - 6:00pm - Welcome Recep� on and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
8:00am - 4:00pm - Registra� on Open
8:30am - 5:30pm - Exhibi� on Open

Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

9:00am - 10:30am - Concurrent Session 2 - Workshops
2A - Improving diversity, equity and inclusion in public health 

related organisa� ons, Ballroom A
2B - Maternal Health Care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Women: Using Data for Health Service Planning, 

Policy Development and Future Research, Ballroom B
2C - Reconnec� ng with land and country as a way to 

planetary wellbeing, Ballroom C
2D - Developing a public health agenda in tradi� onal, 
complementary and integra� ve health care, Suite 3

Capacity Building Workshop - Media Training, Suite 2 (Ticket 
Required)

10:30am - 11:00am - Morning Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

11:00am - 12:30pm - Concurrent Session 3
3A - Rapid Fire - Popula� on and Public Health, Ballroom A
3B - Rapid Fire - Community and Interven� on, Ballroom B
3C - Rapid Fire - Children and Health Service, Ballroom C

3D - Table Top Presenta� ons, Suite 3
Capacity Building Workshop - Submission and Appearances, 

Suite 2 (Ticket Required)

12:30pm - 1:30pm - Lunch, Exhibi� on and Posters P2
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

1:30pm - 3:00pm - Plenary Session 3 - Droughts and 
Flooding Rains

Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Keynote Speakers:
Adjunct Professor Sophie Dwyer

Dr Veronica Ma� hews
Mr Anthony Slatyer

3:00pm - 3:30pm - A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

3:30pm - 4:20pm - Plenary Session 4 - Hedge Funds: the 
corporate determinant of health that no one is talking about

Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Keynote Speakers:
Professor Sharon Friel

Associate Professor Gary Sacks

4:30pm - 5:30pm - PHAA Annual General Mee� ng
Ballroom A, Level 1

7:00pm - 11:00pm - Conference Dinner
(Off site) Adelaide Town Hall

THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
8:30am - 3:15pm - Registra� on Open
8:30am - 3:15pm - Exhibi� on Open

Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

9:00am - 10:00am - Plenary Session 5 - Conversa� on – how to 
address cri� cal issues in addressing na� onal preven� ve/public 

health priori� es
Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Keynote Speakers:
The Hon Emeritus Professor Peter Baume AC DistFRNS

The Hon Neal Blewe� 

10:00am - 10:30am - Plenary Session 6 - Awards Presenta� on
Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Awards:
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Public Health Award

Tony McMichael Public Health Ecology and Environment Award

10:30am - 11:00am - Morning Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

11:00am - 12:30pm - Concurrent Session 4
4A - Regional & Rural Health Issues, Ballroom A

4B - Commercial Determents of Health, Ballroom B
4C - Challenges & Failures in Public Health, Ballroom C

4D - Principals of Human Rights & Diversity, Suite 3
Capacity Building Workshop - Wri� ng and Reviewing for 

Publica� on, Suite 2 (Ticket Required)

12:30pm - 1:15pm - Lunch, and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

1:15pm - 2:45pm - Concurrent Session 5
5A - Social and environmental determinants of health, Ballroom A

5B - Community interven� ons and contemporary health 
ini� a� ves, Ballroom B

5C - Preven� on, protec� on, promo� on, Ballroom C
5D - Investment in health and preven� on, Suite 3

2:45pm - 3:15pm - A� ernoon Tea and Exhibi� on
Ballroom Foyer, Level 1

3:15pm -4:30pm - Closing Plenary Session
Ballroom B&C, Level 1

Think Tank Winner Presenta� on
Ms Kathleen McFadden

Keynote Speaker:
Dr Stephen Ducke� 

Presenta� on of Abstract Awards
Conference Close

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC HEALTH 
CONFERENCE, SEE YOU IN 2020!


